) TuBl 1 lq/f[,{[ w

Znd Jure 1990 in Vllluge Hall Duloe

rnhb
'. | lNLBl

c 1|{Dm(c 1 Duloe Village Hall

Entme Free

Il Lhis and more on

taffle - Sideshows -Produce for Sale

Please Come

u
llon

ne Indfi
156 _LOE. Hion

On Qundaq ard June a char lC(:’tO

Walk the

Tea il be tP rovided. [

forak

arish boundart J



DULOE, STAPLOE, HONEYDON

The three Shdfulels at war 1939 - 45

Unlike the 1914 - 18 war the 1939 - 45 war came
to the Parishes even before the declaration of war on
September 3rd 1939.

On the first of September the Villages were taken
over by evacuated school children from the Walthamstow
area of London. They arrived at Manor Farm, Duloe on the
Friday afternoon and were billeted around homes in the
area. Some soon returned to London since no enemy action
took place, others stayed until the end of the war. One
young person was heard to say he had "never seen a house
with hair on" referring to a thatched cottage. They
settled in, and a large house in Eaton Socon became their
own school, now Radio Links Company Limited.

The army camp on Mill Hill Road was now in use,
being built for the conscripted soldiers, a measure which
was introduced in 1939.

Search-light sites were set up to assist in the air
defence, none were in the parish, but their beams of light
swept the sky. Thei& were sites at Weald Corner, St. Neots
Common, Cross Hall and Wilden.

They were removed after about a year as they were
not very effective. 'Black Out' was imposed and anyone
showing a light after sunset was fined if caught. Car
head lights were masked to reduce the 1light. :

Some men of the village were called up for the Army,_"
Some as reservists and others conscripted. The production '
of food became a major concern, farm workers became a

"reserved occupation" and few were called up for military
service.

The winter of 1939/40 was one of the coldest. Little
military activity took place, the river at St. Neots was
frozen and we were able to skate from Eaton Mill to the
Paper Mill at St. Neots.

The Phoney War was shattered by the Spring and the

war started in earnest. France fell and the British Army
was evacuated from Dunkirk.

By June, enemy aircraft were prowling the night and
towns were bombed. The L.D.V. was formed, later to become '
the Home Guard, there was a real threat of German invasion. -
Barbed wire and road blocks were set up. Trenches were dug.
at strategic points. I remember armed soldiers collecting -
machinery and old cars to make up road blocks. A

continued,......



watch for parachute troops.

An air raid shelter was built at Duloe, in a hollow
some 100 yards west of Manor Farm on the North side of the
road. It was used from time to time but in the winter filled

One Saturday evening in August the real war arrived.
We were standing on the grass outside the House watching search
lights probing the 1ow clouds, for a pPlane which was flying
above them. T doubt if the Pilot could even see the ground.
He just 1let his bomb load go, the first arriving South West
of the Two Brewers Pub on Bushmead Road, the 1last to the
South West of Goodwick Farm. Some seven or eight bombs landed
High Explosive, a Fire Bomb fueled by 0il, and fogR which it
Was suggested were armour piercing. They must have exploded
well below the ground and raised large mole heaps about four
feet high, but no crater. I collected fragments of the casings
and inspected the holes the next morning.

out of range of the Protective German Fighter. During October
however, a single Domier reconnaisance plane Crossed over the

Firing was taking place and the deier was shot down west of
the Crown Public House in Eaton Socon. Two airmen baled out
and landed near Cobholden Farm and the other two dieg in the
crash. We collected spent cartridge cases and clips from a

field in Duiloe, it made up some two feet of used ammunition
belt from the pPlanes.

A steady stream of German bombers passed to and fro over
the parish on a night in November 1940. They flew in a westerq
direction towards an orange glow in the sky. It was the infamous
Raid on Coventry, it was a Clear moonlight night, the planes
could almost be seen themselves from the vapour trails they left
in the sky.

During 1941 - aerodromes were being built, the nearest
at Little Staughton with its bomb dump within the parish in
Bushmead woods, still to be seen.

reclaimed. The Supply of food became all important, tractors
were imported from the U.S.A. By this time certain foods were
rationed, petrol was only available for essential uses. Clothing
was rationed and imported fruit was no longer available.
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By the middle of the year enemy air activity almost
ceased when the Germans invaded Russia.

Late on Saturday night we were awakened by a screaming
noise from the sky. It was a Junkers 88 bomber shot down by
a night fighter just inside the parish, east of Colmworth. It

blew up leaving a deep crater big enough to fill up with the
remains.

During 1942 the U.S.A.F. started to arrive with Flying
Fortresses at Little Staughton. By day and by night the sky
became full of aircraft. The R.A.F., who soon took over Little
Staughton, flew by night and the U.S.A.F. from other aerodromes
passed over the parish by day. Vast numbers of Planes gathered
to avenge the Coventry raid with Compounded Interest.

By 1944 Combine Harvesters imported from the U.S.A.
appeared in local farms revolutionising harvesting, crawler
tractors became common Place, and the pattern of farming had
changed. Horses were declining and the tractor had come to stay.

Some of the events standing out

Were seeing flights of up to 75 Flying Fortresses assembling for
day light bombing of Europe - damaged planes returning -.

Three Lancasters low flying, one flew under the high voltage
cables by Mount Pleasantljg%gyeen Duloe and Staploe. For many
Years the joint in the ¥t cable marked the event. The
Plane flew on leaving a quantity of damaged parts spread
around marking the spot.

Prisoners of War - German and Italian worked on local farms, many
were taken prisoner in North Africa. They often lived on the farms
Oor were taken out daily. The war was over for them, many were

good workers and stayed on after the war and are still amongst us.

Taking the Salute - "I was standing by the houses in Duloe when
some 50 A.T.S. girls came by on a route march from the Militia
Camp in Eaton Ford. One sailor in uniform, as they went by a
s&arg@bt in charge gave an eyes right and I returned the Ssalute".
They were all whistling 'All the nice girls love a sailor', -
when they had passed by I sheepishly looked around expecting half
the village to be splitting their sides with laughter. Phew! not
a soul in sight."

The war in Europe was over by May 1945 and one by one
service men, women and others who were involved in the war
returned. Some of those involved were still at school in 1939
but returned after the war having travelled over many parts of
the world. There were possibly three who did not return and their
names are to be seen on the War Memorial at Eaton Socon.

continued.............



Of those who returned, many attended a Welcome Home
supper in the 014 Institute at

Eaton Socon. This was in 1946
and given by the British Legion




MOTORIN &
WAR-TIME REGULATIONS

Lighting Restrictions. If you propose to drive during black-out
hours you must have a mask fitted to one of your head lamps, and
it is advisable to purchase one of the officially approved types.
There are a number of these on the market and provided they are
not tampered with you should be immune from police attention in
this direction. The mask may be fitted to the near-side or off-side
but not to both. The bulb must be removed from the one not,
being used. A headlamp mask must also be fitted in the case of
a motor-cycle, and this must be a dual-purpose type.

During foggy weather it is permissible to use one of the head-
lamps unmasked, provided (1) the lamp is operated by a separate
switch; (2) the beam is directed downwards towards the near-side;
(3) it is used only when fog conditions really demand it; and (4)
it is immediately extinguished when an air-raid warning is given.
Should a police officer not consider the fog dense enongh to war-
rant the use of the unmasked lamp he has authority to order the
light to be extinguished.

The bulb used in the side and rear lamps must not exceed
7 watts in power and the reflector must be painted black or
rendered non-effective. Light may be emitted only through a
single aperture facing to the front or rear as the case may be, of
not more than 1 in. diameter., Side panels must be completely
blacked-out. Also, the aperture through which the light is
emitted must be partially obscured by placing behind the glass,
paper or some such other uncoloured material having a density
equal to that of two sheets of newspaper, or by applying a thin
coat of paint to the interior of the glass in such a manner that
approximately the same effect is produced. The paper, paint or
whatever material is used must cover the whole of the portion of
the front glass through which light can pass and must not be
treated in any way to increase its transparency. Also, rear lamps
must not be fitted at a greater height than 3 ft. 6 in., except in the
case of certain public service vehicles.

Stoplights may be used provided they are so masked that the
aperture through which light is emitted is of an area not, exceeding
1 8q. in.; the aperture must also be treated in the same way as the
side lamps. Reversing lamps are not allowed.

Interior illumination which can be seen from the exterior of the
car is prohibited.

Direction indicators may still be used provided they too are
blacked-out and here the law requires that the light shall be
restricted to a small arrow-shaped window. The exact depth of
this arrow must not be more than 3 in.

Anti Fifth-column Measures. When putting the vehicle awuy
for the night the law demands that some action is taken to put it
out of commission in order that it is not used by any unauthorized
persons. In addition to the ignition key being removed aqd the
doors locked, it is necessary to remove part of the mechanism.

Camouflage. This is not compulsory, but should you wish your
vehicle to be camouflaged make sure you do not use any of the
**Services’ colour schemes.

Speed Limit. This is now fixed at 20 m.p.h. in built--.up areas
during the hours of black-out. governed by lighting-up times.

1 is ¢ 3 ar ' e tor-cycle at
Parking. It is compulsory to park your car or mo
the near-side of the road during black-out, and the_ lights must be
left on. It is an offence to leave the headlamps switched on when
the vehicle is stationary.

»



COUNCILLORS OF STAPLOE PARISH COUNCIL

MRS K.M. DANIELS
MRS E.M. GRAY

MR I.W. COOPER
MR D. CRISSELL
MR R.A. DANIELS
MR C.W.R. SPENSER THOMAS
MR C.J.IBBETT
MRS E.M. CLEASBY
MR A.M. SMART

MR W.W. NORMAN
MRS P.M. PALMER
MR P. SQUIRE
MR.W.J. CUTTS

MR R.D. MILLS
MRS M.C. SHEARD
MRS M.M. SMITH
MR R.J. SLATER
MR A.J. RAWLINGS
MR C.H. THOMPSON

MR E. MORLEY

TERM OF OFFICE

Still currently in office.

CHATIRMAN 1965-19%9

CHATRMAN 1970-1984

CHAIRMAN 1969-1970

CHATRMAN 1984-1987

Currently in office

office

office CHAIRMAN FRoM 1988

office

1965 - 1984

1965

1965 - 1967

1965 - 1970

1965 - 1984

1965 - 1984

1965 - 1973

1967 - 1969

1970 - 1979

1971 - 1987

1973 - 1983

1979 - 1984 & 1988
1983 Currently in
1984 — 1988

1984 Currently in
1984  Currently in
1984 - 1988

1988 - 1990

1988 - 1990

1990 Currently in

office

CLERKS TO THE PARISH COUNCIL

MR G. BEVAN
MR J. HAWKINS

MRS J. GREEVES

1965 - 1967

1967 - 1989

1989 Currently in office
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